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CALI FORNI A CODES
GOVERNMENT CODE
SECTI ON 81000- 81016

81000. This title shall be known and may be cited as the "Political
Ref orm Act of 1974."

81001. The people find and declare as foll ows:

(a) State and | ocal governnment should serve the needs and respond
to the wishes of all citizens equally, wthout regard to their
weal t h;

(b) Public officials, whether elected or appointed, should perform
their duties in an inpartial manner, free from bias caused by their
own financial interests or the financial interests of persons who
have supported them

(c) Costs of conducting el ection canpai gns have increased greatly
I n recent years, and candi dates have been forced to finance their
canpai gns by seeking large contributions from| obbyists and
organi zati ons who thereby gain disproportionate influence over
gover nnent al deci si ons;

(d) The influence of |arge canpaign contributors is increased
because existing |laws for disclosure of canpaign receipts and
expendi tures have proved to be i nadequate;

(e) Lobbyists often make their contributions to i ncunbents who
cannot be effectively chall enged because of election | aws and abusive
practices which give the incunbent an unfair advantage;

(f) The weal thy individuals and organi zati ons whi ch nmake | arge
canpai gn contributions frequently extend their influence by enpl oying
| obbyi sts and spending | arge anounts to influence |egislative and
adm ni strative actions;

(g) The influence of |arge canpaign contributors in ballot neasure
el ections is increased because the ballot panphlet mailed to the
voters by the state is difficult to read and al nost inpossible for a
| ayman to understand; and

(h) Previous |laws regul ating political practices have suffered
frominadequate enforcenent by state and | ocal authorities.
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81002. The people enact this title to acconplish the foll ow ng
pur poses:

(a) Receipts and expenditures in election canpai gns should be
fully and truthfully disclosed in order that the voters nay be fully
i nformed and i nproper practices may be inhibited.

(b) The activities of |obbyists should be regulated and their
finances disclosed in order that inproper influences will not be
directed at public officials.

(c) Assets and incone of public officials which nay be materially
affected by their official actions should be disclosed and in
appropriate circunstances the officials should be disqualified from
acting in order that conflicts of interest nay be avoi ded.

(d) The state ball ot panphlet should be converted into a useful
docunent so that voters will not be entirely dependent on paid
advertising for information regardi ng state neasures.

(e) Laws and practices unfairly favoring i ncunbents shoul d be
abol i shed in order that elections nay be conducted nore fairly.

(f) Adequate enforcenent nechani sns shoul d be provided to public
officials and private citizens in order that this title wll be
vi gorously enforced.

81003. This title should be liberally construed to acconplish its
pur poses.

81004. (a) Al reports and statenents filed under this title shall
be signed under penalty of perjury and verified by the filer. The
verification shall state that the filer has used all reasonable
diligence in its preparation, and that to the best of his know edge
it is true and conpl ete.

(b) Areport or statenent filed by a conmttee which qualifies
under subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall be signed and verified
by the treasurer, and a report or statenent filed by any ot her person
shall be signed and verified by the filer. |If the filer is an
entity other than an individual, the report or statenent shall be
signed and verified by a responsible officer of the entity or by an
attorney or a certified public accountant acting as agent for the
entity. Every person who signs and verifies any report or statenent
required to be filed under this title which contains material matter
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whi ch he knows to be false is guilty of perjury.

81004.5. Any report or statenent filed pursuant to this title may
be anended by the filer at any tine. Anending an incorrect or

i nconpl ete report or statenment may be consi dered as evi dence of good
faith.

81006. Except as provided in this title, no fee or charge shall be
coll ected by any officer for the filing of any report or statenent or
for the forns upon which reports or statenents are to be prepared.

81007. \When a report or statenment or copies thereof required to be
filed with any officer under this title have been sent by first-class
mai | or by any other guaranteed overnight delivery service addressed
to the officer, it shall for purposes of any deadline be deened to
have been received by himor her on the date of the deposit in the
mail or of receipt by that delivery service. It shall be presuned
until the contrary is established that any date stanped by the post
of fice on the envel ope or contained on the delivery service receipt
containing the report or statenent is the date it was deposited in
the mail or received by the delivery service. Ml which is not
received by the filing officer shall be presuned not to have been
sent unless the filer possesses a post office or delivery service
recei pt establishing the date of deposit and the nane and address of
t he addressee.

81007.5. (a) Any report or statenment or copies thereof required to
be filed wwth any official under Chapter 4 (commencing with Section
84100) or Chapter 7 (comrencing with Section 87100) nay be faxed by
t he applicable deadline, provided that the required originals or
paper copies are sent by first-class mail or by any other personal
delivery or guaranteed overnight delivery service within 24 hours of
t he applicabl e deadline and provided that the total nunber of pages
of each report or statenent faxed is no nore than 30 pages.

(b) A faxed report or statenent shall not be deened filed if the
faxed report or statenent is not a true and correct copy of the

http://www.| eginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/wai sgate WA | Sdocl D=2530232867+0+0+0& WA Saction=retrieve (3 of 7)7/10/2009 12:08:09 PM



WAIS Document Retrieval

original or copy of the report or statenent personally delivered or
sent by first-class mail or guaranteed overni ght delivery service
pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) Afiling officer who receives a faxed report or statenent
shall make the report or statenent available to the public in the
same manner as provided in Section 81008. |If the faxed report or
statenment is requested prior to the receipt of the original or copy
of the report or statenent by the filing officer, the filing officer
shall informthe requester that the faxed report or statenment wll
not be considered a filed report or statenment if the requirenents of
subdi vi sion (b) have not been nmet by the filer.

81008. (a) Every report and statenent filed pursuant to this title
is a public record open for public inspection and reproduction during
regul ar busi ness hours, commencing as soon as practicable, but in

any event not l|later than the second business day follow ng the day on
which it was received. No conditions whatsoever shall be inposed
upon persons desiring to inspect or reproduce reports and statenents
filed under this title, nor shall any information or identification
be required fromthese persons. Copies shall be provided at a charge
not to exceed ten cents ($0.10) per page. |In addition, the filing

of ficer may charge a retrieval fee not to exceed five dollars ($5)
per request for copies of reports and statenents which are five or
nore years old. A request for nore than one report or statenent or
report and statenent at the sane tine shall be considered a single
request.

(b) Canpaign statenents shall be open for public inspection and
reproduction from9:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m on the Saturday preceding a
statewi de prinmary or statew de general election in the offices of the
Secretary of State, Registrar-Recorder of Los Angel es County,

Regi strar of Voters of San Diego County, and Registrar of Voters of
the City and County of San Franci sco.

81009. (a) Statenents of organi zation, registration statenents, and
ori gi nal canpaign statenents of persons holding elective state

of fice, candidates for any such office, commttees supporting any
such officehol der or candi date, and comm ttees supporting or opposing
st at ewi de neasures, shall be retained by filing officers

i ndefinitely.

http://www.|eginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/wai sgate WA | Sdocl D=2530232867+0+0+0& WA Saction=retrieve (4 of 7)7/10/2009 12:08:09 PM



WAIS Document Retrieval

(b) Original canpaign statenents of nmayors, city council nenbers,
county supervisors, candidates for any of these offices, and
comm ttees supporting any officehol der or candi date shall be retained
i ndefinitely, except that original canpaign statenents of candi dates
not elected to these offices and of commttees supporting candi dates
not elected to these offices shall be retained by filing officers
for a period of not |ess than five years.

(c) Original canpaign statenents of all other persons shall be
retained by filing officers for a period of not |ess than seven
years.

(d) Original statenents of economc interests of persons hol ding
statew de el ective office shall be retained by filing officers
i ndefinitely.

(e) Original reports and statenents not specified above in this
section shall be retained by filing officers for a period of not |ess
t han seven years.

(f) Copies of reports or statenents shall be retained by the
officer with whomthey are filed for a period of not |ess than four
years, provided, however, that a filing officer is not required to
retain nore than one copy of a report or statenent.

(g) After an original report or statenent or a copy has been on
file for at |least two years, the officer with whomit is filed may
conply with this section by retaining a copy on mcrofilmor other
space-saving nmaterials available for public inspection instead of the
original report or statement or copy. Upon request, the officer
shal | provide copies of such statenents pursuant to Section 81008.

81009.5. (a) Any local governnment agency which has enacted, enacts,
anends, or repeals an ordi nance or other provision of |aw affecting
canpai gn contributions and expenditures shall file a copy of the
action with the conmm ssi on.

(b) Notw thstanding Section 81013, no | ocal governnent agency
shal | enact any ordi nance inposing filing requirenents additional to
or different fromthose set forth in Chapter 4 (comrencing wth
Section 84100) for elections held in its jurisdiction unless the
additional or different filing requirenents apply only to the
candi dat es seeking election in that jurisdiction, their controlled
commttees or conmttees forned or existing primarily to support or
oppose their candidacies, and to comrittees fornmed or existing
primarily to support or oppose a candi date or to support or oppose
the qualification of, or passage of, a local ballot neasure which is
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being voted on only in that jurisdiction, and to city or county
general purpose committees active only in that city or county,
respectively.

81010. Wth respect to reports and statenents filed with him
pursuant to this title, the filing officer shall:

(a) Supply the necessary forns and manual s prescri bed by the
Conmm ssi on;

(b) Determ ne whether required docunents have been filed and, if
so, whether they conformon their face wwth the requirenents of this
title;

(c) Notify pronptly all persons and known committees who have
failed to file a report or statenent in the formand at the tine
required by this title;

(d) Report apparent violations of this title to the appropriate
agenci es; and

(e) Conpile and maintain a current list of all reports and
statenents filed with this office.

81011.5. Any provision of law to the contrary notw t hstandi ng, the
el ection precinct of a person signing a statew de petition shall not
be required to appear on the petition when it is filed with the
county elections official, nor any additional information regarding a
signer other than the information required to be witten by the

si gner.

81012. This title nay be anmended or repeal ed by the procedures set
forth in this section. [If any portion of subdivision (a) is declared
i nvalid, then subdivision (b) shall be the exclusive neans of
anending or repealing this title.

(a) This title nmay be anended to further its purposes by statute,
passed in each house by rollcall vote entered in the journal,
two-thirds of the nmenbership concurring and signed by the Governor,
if at |east 12 days prior to passage in each house the bill inits
final formhas been delivered to the comm ssion for distribution to
the news nedia and to every person who has requested the conmm ssion
to send copies of such bills to himor her.

(b) This title nmay be anmended or repeal ed by a statute that
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becones effective only when approved by the el ectors.

81013. Nothing in this title prevents the Legislature or any other
state or | ocal agency frominposing additional requirenments on any
person if the requirenents do not prevent the person from conplying
with this title. [If any act of the Legislature conflicts with the
provisions of this title, this title shall prevail.

81014. \Whenever any reference is nade in this title to a federal or
state statute and that statute has been or is subsequently repeal ed
or anended, the Commi ssion may pronul gate regulations to carry out
the intent of this title as nearly as possible.

81015. If any provision of this title, or the application of any
such provision to any person or circunstances, shall be held invalid,
the remai nder of this title to the extent it can be given effect, or
t he application of such provision to persons or circunstances other
than those as to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected
thereby, and to this end the provisions of this title are severable.

81016. Chapter 8 of this title shall go into effect imedi ately.

The Director of Finance shall make sufficient funds available to the
Secretary of State out of the energency fund or any other fund of the
state for the immedi ate i npl enentation of Chapter 8. The renai nder
of this title shall go into effect on January 7, 1975. \Werever
reference is made in this title to the effective date of this title,
the date referred to is January 7, 1975.
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